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Thomas was referred to the Enterprise Blaenau 
Gwent project, by Communities for Work as 
Thomas has always wanted to set up his own 
business, but had struggled to do this due to some 
challenges he was facing at the time.

It was always his dream to have his own business 
providing services as a Studio Engineer, Live Sound 
Engineer and Stage Technician. Thomas had a 
clear idea about the type of services he could offer 
and, from his extensive experience in this sector, 
had a lot of support and professional connections 
who gave him glowing feedback on his work. 

We were privileged to work with Thomas, 
developing his business plan and working through 
finances, whilst identifying sources of funding for 
him to make his dream a reality. This involved 
working on a business and finance plan with 
considerations as to the volume of work needed to 
be profitable. We supported Thomas to undertake 
a lot of research, to analyse this and the level of 
competition, which was factored into the plan.  

Thomas was on Universal Credit, so we worked 
closely with the JC+ in Ebbw Vale, who helped with 
access to the Flexible Support Fund and linking 
him with New Enterprise Allowance team who all 
helped Thomas to reach his goal.

Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council helped 
by approving a Business Start Up Grant for 
equipment.

The final part of the jigsaw was securing a Barriers 
Grant from Business Wales with whom he is now 
supported alongside Enterprise Blaenau Gwent.

Thomas has registered his business with HMRC 
and secured his first independent gig. Thomas says 
“it was surprising how long it took to sort through all 
the various parts of the journey but I am so proud now 
to have done it and to have my own business – 1013 
STUDIOS and I want to thank all the people who helped 
me on the way, Communities for Work, Enterprise 
Blaenau Gwent, Job Centre Plus, New Enterprise 
Allowance, Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council 
and my own contacts in the industry”.

Well done Thomas!


